340                         CLEMENCEAU
CLEMENCEAU : Well, first, he shouldn't have promised
to leave them and, secondly, he should have removed them
intelligently. You don't handle mobs that way. He was
one of those hide-bound fools who fancy that you can
achieve something with an order written on a piece of
paper.
MYSELF : And Galliffet ?   Did you know him ?
CLEMENCEAU : No. He was also a swine.1 You
shouldn't forget that they were all like that. When the
Versaillais entered Paris, they shot a deputy, Milliere, whom
of course they hadn't the right to touch. Much they
cared! They shot him on the steps of the Pantheon,
after having tried to make him beg for mercy on his knees,
which he refused to do. He said to them, c You can kill
me. Kill me. But you won't humiliate me/
1 I found amongst the documents on the Commune which Clemenceau gave
me these' minutes * of a sort, where the * swine * is painted to the life :
* Galliffet Inquiry.
* It appears from the testimony of MM. Lelievre, Bresnu and Michot, inhabitants
of Chatou (Seine-et-Oise), that on and April, 1871, at eight o'clock in the morning,-
three National Guards, an officer and a sergeant crossed the Seine; together with
the workers engaged on the Chatou bridge, then under repair, they came into the
town.
* They entered the establishment of M. Rieux, restaurant-keeper and wine-
merchant, situated in the rue de Saint-Germain; they ordered a breakfast which
was served to them a few minutes after their arrival.   One Tranquard, also an
inhabitant of Chatou, a sergeant in the Fire Brigade, left the place at the end of a
short time to notify General Galliffet, who he knew was on reconnaissance in that
country, of the presence of these wretches.
* An hour later General Galliffet, at the head of fifteen cavalrymen, arrived before
the Rieux establishment, arrested the National Guards, had them taken to a point
several metres from the restaurant and lined up against a wall, despite the pleas of
these poor unfortunates; he gave the command to fire and they fell riddled by
bullets.
* The people, at the head of whom was M. Laubeuf, mayor of Chatou, attempted
to protest against this horrible massacre; M. Laubeuf used words to this effect to
General de Galliffet: " General, these men are harmless; arrest them, take them
away, bring them before a court-martial which will pass judgment on them, but
spare us the horrible spectacle of needless butchery which nothing can justify.   We
beg you in the name of humanity."   The general's reply to his plea was " Shoot
those rascals 1" Then turning to the mayor he said, " I order you to be silent, and if
you're not satisfied, I'll do the same to you."'
The paper goes on to say that Tranquard received a medal and was named
Captain of the Fire Brigade for his services, but died of remorse.